
 

Zone 6 Grand Tour: Longest tour in PCA history launched 
Saturday 
Sunday, July 26, 2015 

Article and photos by Tim Hagner, PCA Zone 6 Representative 

July 24, 2015 

A journey of 1,000 miles begins with a single step — or so I've heard — and here I am at the first step 
of a 4,700+ mile, 15 day, Zone 6 Grand Tour (link is external) journey: Packing the Boxster. 

Considering the vast distance the tour will cover, packing might be the most daunting step — deciding 
what goes, what stays, and what fits into the front and rear storage areas. 

 



Running from July 25 to August 8, Porsche Club of America members will start the tour in the Seattle 
area and finish near Portland, Oregon. We will pass through each of the 16 regions in Zone 6, which 
are contained in five states and three Canadian provinces, and drive through mountains, prairies, 
forests, and deserts, seeing glaciers, rivers, and the Pacific Ocean. Eight Porsches will stay with the 
tour for the entire distance, though 130 more cars will join at various points. In all, 210 members will 
experience the Grand Tour. 

Here’s the route in a little more depth. After leaving Seattle, we will head to the Olympic Region and 
cross to Vancouver Island by ferry (reservation required) before going east through British Columbia, 
Alberta, and Saskatchewan. Then we will head south through Montana, west through Wyoming, 
Washington, and Idaho, and end the journey in Portland. Each region has selected a route which best 
exemplifies touring in that region.   

The idea for the Grand Tour hatched three years ago at a PCA Zone Presidents meeting. With 1.4 
million square miles, diverse regions, and some truly great Porsche roads and scenery, Zone 6 
seemed the ideal setting for a nearly 5,000-mile drive. For the next two weeks, that idea will be 
reality. 

This tour of a PCA Zone in its entirety is a first in PCA history, not to mention the longest PCA tour in 
both duration and distance. So join us through words and photos on this epic adventure for the next 
15 days. We hope you enjoy it and consider joining us on the next Zone 6 Grand Tour. 

Yes, I did pack the camera. And sunscreen, we need more sunscreen… 

 

Day 1, July 25, 2015: Start of the longest driving tour in PCA history 

In the midst of a drought in the Pacific Northwest, the start of the Zone 6 Grand Tour was a wet one. 
Magical Mystery Tour? That’s what it seemed to the drivers of 27 Porsches who launched from Grand 
Tour ground zero Saturday morning. 

We arrived to a rainy welcome at Pacific Raceways road course, where we completed a two-lap tour 
of the track. From there we drove scenic backroads on a tour through the lush green hills and valleys 
surrounding the Seattle metro area. Then it was on to our (finally) dry lunch stop at the LeMay 
Automotive Museum in Tacoma, Washington. Here our tour group swelled to 36 cars as members 
signed the waiver and joined the tour. 



 

And then it started raining again, which continued all the way to the top of the Olympic National Park. 
That evening the walk to dinner and the stroll on the beach afterwards were warm and dry. A perfect 
end to the perfect day.   

We now have 240 miles of the journey complete — only 4,460 miles and 14 days to go. 

The host Regions of day one, Pacific Northwest and Olympic Peninsula, did a fabulous job. The 
roads, views, stops, and food were perfect. Thank you! 

Day two starts with an International ferry crossing and ends with a lap of Vancouver Island. Stay 
tuned for more! 

  



 

Zone 6 Grand Tour: Onto Vancouver Island, and meet the members 
completing whole tour [w/video] 
Monday, July 27, 2015 

Article and photos by Tim Hagner, Zone 6 Representative 

Day 2, July 26, 2015: Day two of the Grand Tour, more of a good thing!   

The day started with the International ferry crossing across the Pacific Ocean to Vancouver Island, 
Canada. Twenty-four bright and shiny Porsches created quite a sight among the RVs and minivans 
all stashed in the bowels of our ferry. We off-loaded on the Island and visited with the customs 
officers, then we were on our way to meet the Vancouver Island Region members at the Porsche 
Centre in Victoria. 

We met, exchanged pleasantries, and then held a drivers meeting and signed the waiver (this is a 
PCA event). Forty-four Porsches rumbled out of the Porsche Centre and headed up the western side 
of the island, then over the mountains to Nanaimo for dinner. Did I mention it started to rain after 
lunch? More of a good thing! 



 

After dinner, Caren Cooper led us in a rousing edition of “Oh Canada,” and then she was presented a 
“thank you” from the local Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP, or “Mounties”) for all that PCA 
has done through the Vancouver Island Region (VIR) in supporting their local cancer charity. VIR has 
raised over $40,000 in support of this cause. Well done Vancouver Island Region!   

On a personal note, did you know the Mounties no longer ride horses?  So sad… 

 

Day 3, July 27, 2015: Meet the members who are completing the whole tour 

What a day it has been! We loaded 24 Porsches onto the ferry and sailed to Horseshoe Bay (north of 
the city of Vancouver) from Vancouver Island. There we were greeted by our new host, Canada West 
Region, and waved good-bye to PCA National President Caren Cooper (work is a real pain 
sometimes!). 

Green, overcast, and damp is how to describe our start toward the Whistler ski resort. As we climbed 
the mountain the skies turned to blue filled with sun. Tops were lowered, children sang, and grown 
men wept. Also, as we climbed into the mountains we left the dense and lush forests that turned into 
a more alpine region. 

Our lunch stop was in Pemberton, B.C., at the Big Sky Golf Course. What a lovely spot to repose and 
relax. Shortly after lunch we turned the corner and passed through the mountains and drove into arid 
desert-like conditions with only 18 inches of rain per year. There were great Porsche roads, 
spectacular views, and best of all, the Porsche friends on the trip. We started the day with 24 
Porsches and ended the day with 24 Porsches — there were some new faces, however, in place of 
those who left the tour. 

I’m happy to report that there was some rain today. Within 20 kilometers of our destination, Kelowna, 
B.C., you guessed it, a rain shower. We’re three for three for rainy days on the Grand Tour. 

The Count 

 811 miles driven 
 4 Regions Visited; Pacific Northwest, Olympic Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Canada West 
 12 Regions to go 

 

Members completing whole tour: 



Bill Bauer (Tourmaster) Pacific Northwest Region,  Boxster S 

 

Tim & Sue Hagner  High Desert Region,  Boxster S 

 

Al Kyle  Vancouver Island Region,  944 Turbo 



 

David and Joan Miller  Olympic Peninsula Region,  Cayman S 

 

Marvin Ostrom  Polar Region,  911 Turbo 



 

Corby Somerville & Jeannie Martin  Olympic Peninsula Region, Cayman 

 

Bill Williams  Olympic Peninsula Region,  Boxster 



 

Roxie Wilson  Pacific Northwest Region,  Boxster 

 

 

  



 

Zone 6 Grand Tour: Dodging mountain sheep in mountain time, 
plus an off-road detour 
Friday, July 31, 2015 

By Tim Hagner, Zone 6 Representative 

Day 4, July 28, 2015: Goodbye Pacific, hello Mountain Time Zone 

It’s day four of the Grand Tour and we had an early start — meaning before 9 AM. 

The drivers meeting was at 8 AM, and then we were off. From Kelowna, B.C. we headed south then 
east, back into the dense conifer forests and some really big and impressive mountains. We followed 
the Crowsnest Highway to our lunch stop in Rossland, B.C., for another great meal.  



 

Then it was back on the road to explore some roads less traveled ending in Fernie, B.C., far enough 
east that we entered the Mountain Time Zone and had to move our clocks forward an hour. 

Thank you British Columbia Interior Region members. You were great hosts and delivered us to some 
truly great Porsche roads.  

Tomorrow we go into the Canadian Rockies and are hosted by the Wild Rose Region. It just keeps 
getting better and better. 

The Count 

 Total miles driven:  1,250   
 Driven day 4:  439 
 Regions visited: 5. Pacific Northwest, Olympic Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Canada West, 

British Columbia Interior 
 11 Regions to go 

 

Day 5, July 29, 2015: Driving through the highest paved pass in Canada, and an off-road detour 

It was 8:30 in the morning when we held our drivers meeting in the parking lot of a Tim Hortons in 
Fernie B.C. (per the locals, bring cash). Twenty-two Porsches in a coffee shop parking lot can create 
quite a stir! Today we are in the capable hands of the Wild Rose Region as we start the next leg of 
the tour. 



Our line of Porsches continued east on the Crowsnest Highway through the Canadian Rockies. As 
we climbed over Highwood Pass, the highest paved pass in Canada at 7,239 feet, I think the Boxster 
was gasping for air — I was! We also saw the world’s largest truck, too big to imagine and I don’t 
know what to compare it to. It was used in coal mining, not lumber, as I had imagined. 

 

We have now entered Alberta. Turning north we continued to run along the Rockies. At the town of 
Longview we stopped for fuel and met 14 more Porsches from Wild Rose Region that greeted us and 
were our escorts for the remainder of the day. That works out to about three kilometers (I’ve gone 
metric) of Porsches rolling down the road, led by a 1967 912. A very impressive sight!  

Wild Rose Region staged an off road adventure for us, as well, thanks to a bridge that was washed 
out. After the detour we spent the rest of the day driving through Kananaskis Country, a national park 
west of Calgary, and watching and dodging Rocky Mountain sheep. They graze on the side of the 
road and change sides without looking both ways first — bad form. We ended day five of our Grand 
Tour adventure in Canmore, A.B. 

 



At the risk of repeating myself, I’ll say it again: The Grand Tour has been fabulous, unbelievable, with 
awesome roads and views. I’m sorry you are reading this and not out here driving your Porsche with 
us. Next time? 

The Count 

 Total miles driven: 1,493  
 Driven day 5: 243 
 Regions visited: 6. Pacific Northwest, Olympic Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Canada West, 

British Columbia Interior, Wild Rose 
 10 Regions to go 

  



 

Zone 6 Grand Tour: Glaciers in Canada to prairies in Montana 
[w/video] 
Monday, August 3, 2015 
Zone News 
Zone 6 

By Tim Hagner, Zone 6 Representative 

Day 6, July 30, 2015: Glaciers in Banff National Park 

I have only one word to describe today: glacial. Words and photos really can’t describe the splendor 
of today’s drive. 

We held our drivers meeting in Canmore, A.B. with 21 Porsches lined up and ready to go. Wild Rose 
Region started the day as our host and led us through Banff National Park to Lake Louise. What a 
spot! This is one of those places you need to see to believe (like the Grand Canyon). I’ve seen photos 
of Lake Louise, and it’s nice. In person it’s wow! 



 

After an hour-and-a-half stop for strolling the lake, photo ops, and shopping, we were off for more 
adventures. You know, 21 Porsches really put on a show everywhere they go. Smiles, waves, photos, 
and “Nice car!” are common occurrence as we travel, and we are doing our best to be good 
ambassadors for PCA. 

More driving, and then it was onto lunch and into the care of Polar Region, our hosts for the rest of 
the day. We drove through Jasper National Park to the Columbia Icefields. Everywhere you look 
there’s another glacier. Did you know that Snow Dome Mountain in Canada is considered by some to 
be a hydrological apex in North America, meaning that melted snow and ice drain to three major 
oceans, the Pacific, Arctic, and Atlantic? (There is dispute as to whether the Hudson Bay drains into 
the Atlantic or not, which is why Triple Divide Peak in Montana is also considered by many to be the 
hydrological apex in North America.) Google it and be amazed. As we rolled out of Jasper we 
watched the magnificent Canadian Rockies fade in our rear view mirrors. But we are also looking 
forward to our stop for the day, Edson, A.B., and all that that lays in front of us on the Grand Tour.   

Today was a pivotal day for five of our Porsches: They started heading back to the West Coast and 
home. Some will be joining us again for the last legs of the tour, and we look forward to seeing them 
again. Others are changing plans so they can complete the whole Grand Tour with us. Everyone is 
enjoying each other, meeting new PCA friends, driving their Porsches on great roads, the thrill of 
adventure, and buying 94-octane unleaded gas. Talk of “The Next Time” has already begun. Word is 
spreading, and we’re now having some “pop-ins” along the way joining in on the Grand Tour 
adventure. Will you join us? 

 



William Fong of Pacific Northwest Region tells us why Grand Tour is special: 

The Count 

 Total miles driven: 1,788 
 Driven day 6: 295 
 Regions visited: 7. Pacific Northwest, Olympic Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Canada West, 

British Columbia Interior, Canada West, Polar Region 
 9 Regions to go 

 

Day 7, July 31, 2015: Out of the mountains and onto the prairie.  

It was a 8 AM drivers meeting and waiver-signing frenzy in Edson, A.B., and then we were off. 
Nineteen Porsches in a row heading down the highway with rock-‘n-roll music blasting through the T-
tops — well something like that. 

Our twentieth Porsche made a side run to the airport in Edmonton to meet his wife, who will 
accompany him for the remainder of the tour. That’s the spirit! It was mostly interstate driving today 
with few roads to choose from all the way to our evening stop in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

 

When we arrived in town we stopped by the Porsche Centre of Saskatchewan for a meet and greet 
by the staff and members of the Living Skies Prairie Region. Thank you for the warm reception. 

I nearly forgot to mention, the rainy days ended on day six, with big blue skies since. So far on the trip 
the Boxster is getting 26.6 miles per gallon, which means we’ve used 85 gallons of gas. 



No Porsche left behind is our motto, so what did we pack for the “just in case”? Here’s a brief tour of 
the tool box: 

 

Satellite Phone 
OBD II reader 
Multi reader 
Duct tape 
Electrical tape 
Porsche coolant 
Quart of oil 
Flashlights 
Gloves 
Jumper cables 
Metric wrenches 
Adjustable wrenches 
Tow strap 
Some others things I’ve forgotten 

The Count 

 Total miles driven: 2,261 
 Driven day 7: 473 
 Regions visited: 8, Pacific Northwest, Olympic Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Canada West, 

British Columbia Interior, Canada West, Polar Region, Living Skies Prairie 
 8 Regions to go 

 



Day 8, August, 1, 2015: Porsches on the Prairie or I Can’t Believe There’re any Bugs Left  

We held a 8 AM drivers meeting in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, then saddled up and headed south to 
the border on a nice two-lane road through the gentle hills and scenic vistas that make up the 
heartland of farming in Canada. 

We arrived at the border crossing and all of us made it across (yeah!). We continued south on the 
two-lane road, which was broken up by an 11-mile section of dirt and gravel. That brought the 
average speed down. During a stop in Malta, Montana at the Hitching Post Restaurant, we attracted 
the attention of the editor of the local newspaper. She left us armed with photos and Grand Tour 
information, which we expect (hope) will be used for coverage in the local newspaper. 

 

The drive took us even further south towards Billings, Montana, and the Absaroka Region. What a 
super reception they put on! A potluck dinner and prime Montana steak grilled to perfection, all 
provide by the Absaroka Region members. The location was as super as the meal, in the back yard 
of Absaroka members Herb and Sharla. With green grass, tall trees, and the Yellowstone River 
flowing through the backyard, it was the quiet, peaceful stop we all needed to catch our breath and 
enjoy the sunset. 

Miscellaneous thoughts: 

We did drive into the Central Time Zone. That’s three time zones we've driven in.  

Canada, please raise your speed limits. You can’t fool me, 100 kilometers per hour sounds fast, but 
it’s not (equals 62 miles per hour) and 110 km/h is the max posted speed anywhere — please visit 
Montana. 



We passed some trucks with those big hay rolls on them, then later we saw a random hay roll in the 
center median of the highway. It must have fallen off the truck — I’m just glad I wasn’t around close 
enough to see it happen. Then, a little while later, we saw someone in the center median making hay 
rolls. Now that’s efficient use of land! 

Driving through Banff and Jasper we saw these very cool-looking bridges over the highway. These 
are just for the wild animals to use to cross the highway. With trees, brush, and plants, the wild 
critters feel at home and now cross the road in safety — which also helps keeps the road safe.  

The Count 

 Total miles driven: 2,807 
 Driven day 8: 546 
 Regions visited: 9. Pacific Northwest, Olympic Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Canada West, 

British Columbia Interior, Canada West, Polar Region, Living Skies Prairie Region, Absaroka 
 7 Regions to go 

  



 

Zone 6 Grand Tour: The way back west - from Big Sky to big city 
Friday, August 7, 2015 
Zone News 
Zone 6 

By Tim Hagner, Zone 6 Representative 

Day 9, August 2, 2015: The longest day 

It was Sunday morning in Billings, Montana on day nine of the Grand Tour, and it was anything but 
quiet during the drivers meeting before we started the next leg. There were Harley-Davidsons 
everywhere, all on their way to Sturgis, Wyoming. We’ve been told about a million people are riding 
their motorcycles in an annual motorcycle rally, and it feels and sounds like most of them are in our 
hotel parking lot. (Observation: the Harley riders we encountered didn’t like to move over for faster 
traffic or go around corners, but I digress.) 

We had 21 Porsches headed toward the city of Red Lodge, and from there to the Beartooth Highway 
pass. Last week it was closed for a day due to snow! This road switchbacks its way to the pass from 
the valley floor at 5,200 ft., up the side of the mountain, to just under 11,000 ft. in 12 miles. It is an 
unbelievable road with incredible views. 



 

We stopped at the top to enjoy the view and talk about the amazing drive up, which was once called 
“the most beautiful drive in America” by the late CBS correspondent Charles Kuralt. Then we turned 
onto the Chief Joseph Scenic Byway and then over Dead Indian Pass (real name), elevation 8,061 ft. 
More fabulous Porsche roads took us to Cody, Wyoming where we had lunch and Absaroka Region 
handed us off to Yellowstone Region, the tour’s host for the next leg. Thank you Absaroka Region, 
you were great hosts of the Grand Tour. 

Since we were touring with a Region named after a famous national park, we all knew where we were 
going after lunch. Off we went to Yellowstone National Park’s east entrance. This is peak season at 
Yellowstone, and you could tell. We drove to the West Thumb Geyser Basin to tour the hot springs, 
watch the geysers, and see boiling mud. Not enough you say? Lucky for you, day nine was our 
longest one yet. 

From Yellowstone, we drove through the Grand Teton National Park to Jackson, Wyoming for dinner. 
Then we climbed the Teton Pass (8,432 ft.) and the Pine Creek Pass (6,764 ft.) on our way to Idaho 
Falls, Idaho, and then into our motel room beds (elevation 2.5 ft.) after arriving at 9:45 PM. 

Everyone is having a great time, wish you were here! 

The Count 

 Total miles driven: 3,240 
 Driven day 9: 312 
 Regions visited: 10. Pacific Northwest, Olympic Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Canada West, 

British Columbia Interior, Wild Rose, Polar Region, Living Skies Prairie, Absaroka, Yellowstone 
 6 Regions to go 



 

Day 10, August 3, 2015: Porsches back on the high desert 

At this point we’d moved out of the high country and back into the high desert. As we rolled north 
through Idaho we saw a building off in the distance with guard gates and tall fences. Area 52? As we 
neared it, we could make out the building’s sign: Idaho National Laboratory, way out there, away from 
everything. Nuclear energy research was the lab’s mission back in 1949 when it was founded. Today 
it seems to have expanded its mission to include energy, environmental, and national security 
research, according to the website. I wonder if they give tours?... 

Further down the road, signs for the Experimental Breeder Reactor-I (EBR-I) Museum start to sprout. 
No time to stop, so I Googled it for you. Amazingly, it was the first nuclear power plant in the world to 
produce electricity, in 1951, and we drove right past it in the middle of Idaho. It was decommissioned 
in 1964 and is now a historical footnote.  

Forward toward Salmon, Idaho and lunch at the Junkyard Bistro — seems appropriate for a car tour. 

 

We are in a hurry today to reach Missoula, Montana, where we have an important date: It’s the 40th 
Anniversary celebration for the Big Sky Region. Big Sky planned their celebration to coincide with the 
arrival of the Grand Tour. It’s a party! Founded in 1975, Big Sky currently has 70 primary and 40 
family and affiliate members. 

Jim Walsh, one of the founding members of Big Sky, told us about his first Porsche, which will be his 
last and only Porsche, a 1971 911T. It was in the parking lot waiting to take him home after the party. 
Jim was an Army Officer in the rice paddy fields during the Vietnam war when he decided to special 



order a Porsche. He was told there was almost a year wait. But he thought that was ok because he 
wasn’t going anywhere for the next year. 

Jim loves his Irish Green 911 and still drives it regularly, though there is a daughter that has been 
spotted sporting the 911 around town occasionally. 

The Count 

 Porsche mishaps (proving that nothing is perfect):  
o One low beam headlight bulb failure - replaced 
o One brake light bulb failure - replaced 
o A bolt vibrated lose and out of an A/C mounting bracket - replaced 
o One Porsche on a flat bed truck today, cause still TBD (sounds like water pump) 
o A air hose failure - duct taped to perfection 
 Total miles driven: 3,590 
 Driven day 10: 350 
 Regions visited: 11. Pacific Northwest, Olympic Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Canada West, 

British Columbia Interior, Wild Rose, Polar Region, Living Skies Prairie, Absaroka, 
Yellowstone,Big Sky 

 5 Regions to go 

 

Day 11, August 3, 2015: Big Sky to Big City 

Our morning in Missoula, Montana started with the obligatory drivers meeting, with new cars and 
drivers who join the tour everyday. Everyone was ready to go and gassed up, which brings me to a 
rule about touring: don’t come to drivers meeting without full tank of gas. 

Through the valleys, along the rivers and between the mountains we drove. Another scenic day on 
the Grand Tour has begun. Our lunch stop is scheduled for the Sawtooth Grill in Noxon, Montana. 
The owner is ready and waiting for us. She even went onto the PCA website to read about us. She 
then spread the word in town so the locals could enjoy the Porsches, all 21 of them, as we came 
through. 

On to Lake Pend Oreille and to Sandypoint city beach. Here are some Lake Pend Oreille fun facts. It 
is 43 miles long, and 1,150 feet deep in some areas, making it the fifth deepest in the United States. 
During World War II, it was the second largest naval training ground in the world. It is still used by the 
Navy's Acoustic Research Detachment to test large-scale submarine prototypes because the depth 
gives acoustic properties similar to the open ocean. And we just thought it was a very cool looking 
lake! 



 

Into the city we charged, interstates, stop lights and traffic. Hello Spokane. We have been spoiled by 
the “road less traveled” the last 10 days and suburbia was a shock. We got over the shock and into 
old habits quickly. There was a do-it-yourself car wash waiting for us at the hotel, bless you Inland 
Northwest, and one-and-a-half hours later I got to the room. After a shower and some almost clean 
clothes (it’s been 12 day on the road for us) it was off to dinner, and then the tour of Dry Fly Distilling 
followed by a tasting. Owned by a PCA member, it is the first new distillery in Washington state since 
prohibition, and all products used in the distilling process are grown within miles of Spokane. This is 
turning into an educational tour, not just another pretty view tour!  

We had some Tourers leave us today, a sad moment due to the time we spent making friendships 
and forming bonds. Here’s to hoping they can be at the end of the road and we can get together 
Saturday in Wilsonville, OR.  

The Count 

 Porsche mishaps: No new mishaps 
 Total miles driven: 3,860 
 Driven day 11: 260 
 Regions visited: 12. Pacific Northwest, Olympic Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Canada West, 

British Columbia Interior, Wild Rose, Polar Region, Living Skies Prairie, Absaroka, Yellowstone, 
Big Sky, Inland Northwest 

 4 Regions to go 



 

Zone 6 Grand Tour: Into the home stretch 
Tuesday, August 11, 2015 
Zone News 
Zone 6 

By Tim Hagner, Zone 6 Representative 

Day 12, August 4, 2015: Dancing through time 

We started our day in Spokane, Washington, in the Pacific Time Zone, after leaving the Mountain 
Time Zone yesterday. Still with our host, Inland Northwest Region, we headed south through eastern 
Washington — wheat country. 

The scenery is of rolling hills, amber waves of wheat, punctuated by little oases of trees and lawn in 
front of the wheat farmers’ houses. In the distance we could see dust clouds rising from the fields 
stirred up by the combines — the machines used for harvesting. The farmland in Canada was much 
flatter and seemed to go on forever, a stark contrast to what’s found out here.  



 

We turned east, back into Idaho and Mountain Time, and met our new host Region, Silver Sage. So 
long and a hearty “Thank you!” to Inland Northwest. 

As the drive continued, we started to gain elevation and move back into the trees and the road 
construction. There is lots of roadwork going on in most of Zone 6 right now, though there is a short 
window of clear roads when construction ends before winter hits. 

 

We arrived in McCall, Idaho, for the night and enjoyed a fabulous dinner on a deck overlooking 
Payette Lake. Silver Sage raised the bar tonight on hospitality! 



(Did you know that McCall has the highest average snowfall in the state of Idaho? Another Grand 
Tour fun fact.) 

We have added two more cars to the “I’m going all the way” list and lost one a while back, bringing 
the total to nine. We had one couple drive 1,250 miles from Southern California to Seattle to start the 
Grand Tour and complete the whole thing. However, they headed home early on day nine. 

Another couple joined us in Canada for three days and decided to stay with us until the end. Some 
who had to leave early will be back for the final two days of the tour. This is the kind of tour it’s been. 
Nobody wants the journey to end, in large part because of all the great support and hospitality the 
Regions along the way have shown to us! 

The Count 

 Porsche mishaps: No new mishaps 
 Total miles driven: 4,155 
 Driven day 12: 295 
 Regions visited: 13. Pacific Northwest, Olympic Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Canada West, 

British Columbia Interior, Wild Rose, Polar Region, Living Skies Prairie, Absaroka, Yellowstone, 
Big Sky, Inland Northwest, Silver Sage 

 3 Regions to go 

 

Day 13, August 5, 2015: Welcome to Oregon 

We were back in McCall, Idaho on Thursday morning, standing in the motel parking lot at 7 AM 
(Mountain Time). It was 48° F during our drivers meeting. We knew we would be traveling through 
some road construction zones and gave ourselves some extra time. I’d rather try to get back that hour 
we lost yesterday. 

We are starting the day in the high country with conifer trees all around. As we wound our way into 
the valley we emerged from the forest and into high desert, fertile land where the farmers and 
ranchers source water from the high country to irrigate crops and hydrate their cattle. We then 
climbed out of the valley and back into the next high country conifer forest. We repeat this process at 
least four times today. 



 

Along the route we saw the “Welcome to Oregon” sign and felt both sadness and excitement. It 
meant we were nearing the end of the Grand Tour, and we felt like it just started. We traveled onward 
to lunch in John Day, Oregon, where the gracious hosts of Silver Sage Region pass the baton — 16 
Porsches — to the High Desert Region, my home region. Smiles and hugs all around. It feels like the 
end of the tour, but there are still two days left. We fill our tanks, eat lunch, and keep movin’ down the 
road. With High Desert Region along with us, the group swells to 22 Porsches. We continue the 
climb-and-descend cycle to our destination in Bend, Oregon. 

Today we drove one of the great Porsche roads: Crooked River Canyon. This follows the Crooked 
River through the farms and pastures and then starts to climb. We climbed along the side of the 
canyon with drop-offs down to the river on one side and stone cliffs on the other. 

After crossing the dam, there were more twisty roads before heading back onto flat land with high 
desert scenery: juniper trees and desert shrubs. Tomorrow we’ll be driving another great Porsche 
road, the Aufderheide Memorial Drive. This is 60 miles of green canopy, squiggles of tarmac — pure 
Porsche fun. Another fabulous day on the Grand Tour.  

The Count 

Porsche mishaps: No new mishaps 

 Total miles driven: 4,535 
 Driven day 13: 407 
 Regions visited: 14. Pacific Northwest, Olympic Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Canada West, 

British Columbia Interior, Wild Rose, Polar Region, Living Skies Prairie, Absaroka, Yellowstone, 
Big Sky, Inland Northwest, Silver Sage, High Desert 



 2 Regions to go 

 

Day 14, August 6, 2015: Into the home stretch 

A drivers meeting with a pleasant change: breakfast served. Thanks to High Desert Region and 
Porsche of Bend for hosting our morning drivers meeting. With a truly fine selection of cars around 
us, we ate and socialized, two things we’ve become very good on the Grand Tour. With full bellies, 
we head to the Cascade Mountains for some great driving on fun roads and then lunch. 

At the second rest stop of the morning, High Desert stepped aside as our hosts and Cascade Region 
stepped in. Thank you High Desert. Goodie bags with fruit, snacks and water were distributed and 
route instructions discussed before going west, toward the Pacific Ocean. Stop when you see sand! 

 



The drivers’ jewel of the day was the Aufderheide Memorial Drive. Sixty miles of road with no 
crossings and minimal traffic. We drove lots of great roads on the Grand Tour, but this one is my 
favorite — a real “driver’s road.” 

That night at dinner I felt a slight mood change in the long-distance travelers; we know the end is 
near, and it’s a bittersweet feeling. The dinner venue afforded great views, great food, great Porsche 
People…you get the picture. The President of the Cascade Region gave each of us an Oregon state 
quarter for continued good luck.  

The Count 

 Porsche mishaps: No new mishaps 
 Total miles driven: 4,855 
 Driven day 14: 320 
 Regions visited: 15. Pacific Northwest, Olympic Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Canada West, 

British Columbia Interior, Wild Rose, Polar Region, Living Skies Prairie, Absaroka, Yellowstone, 
Big Sky, Inland Northwest, Silver Sage, High Desert, Cascade 

 1 Region to go 

  



 

Zone 6 Grand Tour: The Final Day 
Thursday, August 13, 2015 

By Time Hagner, Zone 6 Representative 

Day 15, August 7, 2015: The Final Day 

It was damp and a little foggy for the final Grand Tour drivers meeting in Florence, Oregon. Oregon 
Region took over as our hosts from Cascade Region, which did splendid job. All the Grand Tourers 
are proud of the regions and what they have done for us. We felt welcomed every mile of the way.  

It happens during your third day of the Grand Tour, no matter when you started: You realize this isn’t 
another club tour, it something more, it’s something special.  



 

We had 24 Porsches in two groups headed north along the Pacific Coast. I know there are great 
views along the way — too bad the fog wasn’t cooperating with us! We turned inland and onto a great 
Porsche road, and then we had lunch with the Beavers, not a Duck to be seen (you college football 
fans get it).  

We drove the roads less traveled toward the grand finale at The World of Speed Museum in 
Willsonville. Google this when you have a moment, as it’s new and worth the trip. Oregon Region was 
prepared for us with a finish line and a checkered flag waving as we entered the parking lot. How fun!  

High fives, fist bumps, hugs, and handshakes all round. The first ever Grand Tour was in the books. 
Photo ops were abound, and then it was off to the hotel to clean up for dinner. Oregon Region had a 
Grand Tour cake delivered to the restaurant for us all to enjoy and eat, yummy. 

As the celebration wounnd down and members started to leave, I looked around the room, and Grand 
Tourers who have 6 to 15 days invested were the only ones left. We didn’t want to say goodbye, we 
didn’t want it to end, but we all know it can’t go on. I kept hearing the words “next time” filter by. This 
bond was built between new members and long-time members, Region members who will see each 
other at an event next week. Some we probably won’t see until Parade in Spokane.  



 

To all the Regions in Zone 6, and everyone who joined us for one day or fifteen, thank you! 

The Final Count 

 5,203 miles by the Tour Master’s odo 
 145 cars 
 210 members 
 1 speeding ticket (bogus: we are fighting) 
 1 Broken Porsche (rod?) will be up and running soon 
 7 DQ stops, there could have been more 
 Regions visited: 16. Pacific Northwest, Olympic Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Canada West, 

British Columbia Interior, Wild Rose, Polar Region, Living Skies Prairie, Absaroka, Yellowstone, 
Big Sky, Inland Northwest, Silver Sage, High Desert, Cascade, Oregon 

 As for the next Zone 6 Grand Tour: will you be there? 

 

 

 

 


